Lindley Sixth Grade Academy at the Barnes Center
“In the Pursuit of Excellence”

1550 Pebblebrook Circle, SE
Mableton, GA 30126
770-819-2414
770-819-2418 (fax)
Travis Joshua, II, Principal 
 Social Studies 
Instructor:
            Sharol Benbow and Brenda Sermons @ 770-819-2414
Email:  Sharol.benbow@cobbk12.org and Brenda.sermons@cobbk12.org
Blog: http://sermonsbenbow.weebly.com
Reference Texts:          Pearson: My World Cultures and Geography (In class set only)
Course Description
The focus of the sixth grade social studies includes a cultural area of Europe, Canada, Latin America, Australia, and Oceania.  The geographic environment, historical, political, economic, social, and cultural development of theses regions will be explored.  Social Studies Skills to be studied include: informational processing, problem solving, time and chronology, social participation, and map and globe skills. These will be introduced, reinforced, and expanded at the appropriate levels and be taught within the context of the content.  Throughout the course of the year, students will be required to participate in various projects and hands on activities, write research papers, complete assigned readings and show mastery in different forms of assessment.

Content Topics & Proposed Timeline 
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More information about Georgia’s Performance Standards may be found at www.georgiastandards.org.  Additionally, students will take the Georgia Milestones Assessment System in April.
Grade Weights  
· Summative                                       40%
· Formative                                         35%

· Independent Practice                        25%

Conduct Grades

Students’ conduct grades are determined by his/her behavior.  The following standards for determining conduct are used throughout the school.

· Satisfactory = Conduct which generally follows classroom and school rules and does not interfere with the learning of others.

· Needs Improvement = Conduct which frequently causes class disruptions and/or does not always conform to classroom and school rules.

· Unsatisfactory = Conduct which consistently causes classroom disruptions that interfere with the learning of others, and which often does not conform to classroom and school rules.

Instructional Strategies
The following instructional strategies will be used to enhance student achievement:  use of manipulatives, advanced graphic organizers, interactive word walls; working in collaborative pairs, cooperative groups; writing across the curriculum; reading across the curriculum as well as additional strategies that meet the needs of the individual students. All students are expected to work at a rigorous level and will be expected to use higher order thinking skills when completing assignments, such as homework, class work/projects, quizzes, and tests. All students are encouraged to purchase a flash drive to save work at school and home. Students are expected to come to class prepare and ready to work daily
Require Materials for Class
4 folders with 3 prongs and pocket of each folder

1 composition book

1 pack color pencils (please no color markers)

Pencils and extra erasers

Progress Reports / Report Cards / Synergy
Middle schools operate on a semester grading system.  Students will receive report cards every eighteen weeks.  Students will receive a progress report at the end of six weeks.      

Progress reports do serve as the official notification for parents if their child is in danger of receiving a D or an F. Deficiency notices will be sent home 10 days before the end of the semester for students who are in danger of failing the semester. Distribution dates are available at www.cobbk12.org
Synergy allows parents to get current averages for their students by logging into a secure website.  Once an account is established, parents can see individual assignments, tests and projects as well as an overall average for all middle and high school students in the family.
Synergy is updated every week.  If you are having trouble with your password, you can contact techhelp.support@cobbk12.org or iparent@cobbk12.org
Tutorial
Tutoring is available by advance notice and appointment by teacher. Also, tutoring is available from other social studies teachers during various times during the week. Check with your teacher for the availability of other social studies teachers. It is the parent’s responsibility to provide transportation.  
Teacher/Parent Communication
An open line of communication is encouraged between teachers and parents. Conferences may be scheduled by contacting Mrs. Sermons and Ms. Benbow. Parental visits are encouraged; however, it is the policy of Lindley Sixth Grade Academy at the Barnes Center that all visitors must report to the office before going to other parts of the building.  If a class observation is requested, a 24 hour notice is required. A “Visitor’s Pass” will be issued as evidence that this procedure has been followed.

Absence/Make-Up Procedure

Each student is responsible for obtaining and completing missed assignments without student/teacher interaction.  Makeup work will be available in the classroom in an in designate area. Students will have the number of days absent plus one day to make up work following an absence.  
When a student is suspended from school, prepared sufficient assignments for the student for the duration of his/her suspension will be available.  Twenty four hours from the day that the suspension was assigned, work will be placed in the main office for pick up.
http://www.cobbk12.org/lindley6/6/index.php
Please Note:  Students will be given an adjuSTment Period.  Thereafter, there will be no late work ACcepted.   All work is due on due dates given.
Discipline
Students in this class are expected to adhere to the rules and policies of Lindley Sixth Grade Academy at the Barnes Center and Cobb County as stated in the student agenda.
This syllabus is a general outline of the course and is subject to modification.

Signature Sheet

Each student has been provided with a copy of this syllabus.  The syllabus should be signed by a parent/guardian, shown to the teacher for verification, and retained in the student’s notebook.  By signing this syllabus, I am agreeing that I understand the requirements for this class. 
__________________________________________        
 
__________________



Parent/Guardian Signature



     


Date

__________________________________


Parent email address

__________________________________________

_________________


Student Signature







Date

